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	he very next year the hunting was 
opened in 8apata (ounty after being 
closed for many years prior due to the 
�crew �orm epidemic wiping out most 
of the deer herd�  
y �-�� the numbers 
were back on the rise and eight men from 
the �an �ntonio area took a spot on the 
%artinez &anch�  

	ito and .oe %artinez owned a ����� 
acre spread� just south of the town of 
�ugilaris�  	he landowners were more 
than happy to lease out the property for 
9����� per lessee to a couple of brothers 
and guys willing to drive six hours from 
�an �ntonio to hunt�  	hat first year the 
group put up an old �rmy tent for a camp 
house and did all of their cooking over an 
open fire�  	here was not a light for miles�  
	here was nobody living for miles around�  
�ou could certainly see a million stars at 
night�  �f you got snake bit in those days� 
you might as well dig a hole� 

	he first buck to be harvested that year 
came on 	hanksgiving weekend�  ,do 
%arbach dragged in a nice six point buck�  
�nd� � mean he dragged it in�  	here were 
hardly any roads on the ranch�  �f you shot 
a big buck� you had to pack it to the near�
est road�  

�n those days the guys did not use deer 
blinds� feeders� or corn roads�  	hey hunt�
ed game trails� fence lines and senderos�  
	hey sat on stools and used their knees as 
a rifle rest�  %ost of the rifles they used 
were infield rifles or ������s�  �f you saw 
a good buck� your chances were slim that 
you would harvest the animal�  

	he hunting was extremely slow as only 
a handful of bucks had been sighted during 
the early parts of the season�  	he group 
was a little depressed by the slow hunting� 

�ittle did they know at the time� that the 
hunting was about to pick up�  

�ith the knowledge that the rut was 
about to take place� a couple of the hunt�
ers loaded their trucks and made the six 
hour track to their new lease�  �n those 
days� it was not a good idea to leave your 
rattling antlers at the house�  �ou might 
as well turn the vehicle around and head 
back home�  

	he morning of �ecember ��� was cold� 
but not too cold to hit the rattling antlers�  
.ust the crack of the antlers sent a chill 
down the young hunter�s spine and an 
echo through the mesquites�  �s the buck 
approached from his backside� the young 
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hunter wheeled around and started firing 
his infield ����"�  	he buck went to the 
ground hard and (laude stood shaking�

	he shaking was both from buck fever 
and fright�  �e had never been so close 
to a buck so large�  �n those days� nobody 
talked of 
oone and (rocket scoring nor 
did they care�  .ust seeing and harvesting a 
buck was the sport�  

�s (laude approached the huge buck he 
saw the drop tine� and �� points�  �e saw 
the weight of the antlers and the choco�
late color�  �e saw the age and the size of 
a �outh 	exas %uy �rande�  
y modern 
day standards the buck easily scored in the 
upper ����s 
�(�  
ut if you ask (laude 
today� that has no meaning to him�  �t was 
pure hunting with good friends and free 
ranging whitetails� �hat an accomplish�
ment� and that was only the second deer of 
the entire season�  

�s the season moved on and the group 
made the track back down to the lease be�
tween (hristmas and $ew �ear�s �ay the 
hopes of harvesting another monster was 
on their minds�  �s the week progressed 
and only a few bucks had been spotted� 
the group had decided to take down their 
tent and leave the new lease after just one 
year�  �ith eight guys hunting and only 
two bucks on the ground� it was quite de�
pressing�  

*n the last morning of the season� 

(laude woke and decided to go sit in an 
old tree stand�  �s he started the routine 
of hitting the antlers together� he caught 
movement as a big buck approached�  �e 
steadied his rifle and knocked the awe�
some deer to the ground�  	he buck was 
an enormous eight point with a gigantic 
body�  �s he brought the buck into camp� 
the mood of the group changed and the 
tent went back up�  *n that last morn�
ing of the season� �od had intervened and 
blessed the group with an exciting future� 

ecause of that buck� the group decided 
to renew their lease for one more year�  �t 
was a good thing they did� as the future 
hunting on that particular ranch was go�
ing to turn into a deer hunter�s paradise�  

� know that it is hard to believe� but 
�� years later� this very same ranch is still 
leased to this day by �ndy %arbach� the 
youngest of the brothers�  	he legends 
and stories continue to this day�  �ook for 
more 
’ioneers of �outh 	exas� stories in 
future issues�

Michael Marbach
Reprint from Maximum Outdoors 
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�t was a cold morning in �outh 	exas�  
	he year was �-�� and the land in �outh 
	exas was unknown to the hunting masses 
that flock to it today�  � young man had 
just finished hitting the rattling antlers to�
gether and had a gun in hand� just in case 
an old buck would respond to the call�  

	here was something different about 
that morning�  	hings just felt right to 
the hunter�  �t was just a year earlier that 
he had his first experience with the �outh 
	exas brush country�  � huge buck had 
made an appearance on the last day of the 
hunt and it made the blood boil for a re�
turn trip�  

.ust then� as if the hunter felt it more 
than heard it� a huge buck approached 
him from his backside�  �s he turned to 
look at the buck� both were startled to see 
each other�  �s he whipped around� the 
huge buck started to bolt�  )ven though 
it was just seven yards� he had to move 
quickly�  

�n �-��� my grandfather (laude %ar�
bach returned from �orld �ar �� along 
with his three brothers� �ndy� %ilton� and 
,do�  	he war was over and the broth�
ers were eager to get back to what they 
enjoyed� and that was hunting� (laude 
had hunted as a kid� but now he was en�
tering into a new type of hunting� which 
was more for sport and recreation than 
necessity�  	hey still hunted to stock their 
freezers�  eat venison� and shared it with 
friends� but hunting had begun to take on 
a new meaning�  

�n �-�� (laude and his brother %il�
ton were invited down to �ebb (ounty 
to do some hunting�  	here were two 
men by the names of (harlie &amos and 
�enry �berra� who invited the brothers 
and made promises of huge �outh 	exas 
bucks�  /uickly� the brothers discovered 
�outh 	exas had much to offer�  �eer 
were sparse and there were no other hunt�
ers to be heard of or seen during the ���s� 
but there were a few huge bucks and that 
was all that was needed�  �fter harvesting 
a couple of nice bucks during their visit� 
they decided to take a ride around the 
ranch�  �s they made the corner of a sen�
dero� a giant buck materialized from the 
brush�  	his buck was huge�  	he buck 
then melted back into the thick brush�  �t 
was then that (laude looked at his brother 
and said� 
�e need a lease down here��  
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Name:___________________________________ Sex: __  Male  _ _  Female

Address:________________City, State, Zip____________________________

Best Contact Phone number:________________________________________

Hunting License Number:___________________________________________

Email address:___________________________________________________

Birthdate:_______________________________________________________

Animal Harvested:  (One entry form per animal required)   

__  Axis Buck   __  Blackbuck  __  Sika  __  Fallow  __  Mouflan   __  Axis Doe
__  Corsican Ram  __  Black Hawaiian Ram  __  Texas Dall  __  Aoudad

Legal game method: __  Bow  __  Rifle  __  Other _______________________

Date of Harvest:__________________________________________________

Location:  County__________________Ranch__________________________

Record of Exotics Score:____________Date of Scoring:__________________

Name of Scorer:____________________Taxidermist __  Yes    __  No

Phone Number of Scorer:___________________________________________

I attest to the accuracy of the information 
provided hereto.  I also have read the rules 
and regulations of the Texas Exotic Challenge 
and understand that failure to abide by 
them may result in disqualification from the 
contest. (If the registrant is a minor, a parent 
or guardian must sign the registration form.)

Signature:__________________________
Date:______________________________
Mail Registration form to Texas Exotic 
Challenge c/o Christian Outdoor Alliance, 
P.O. Box 790692, San Antonio, TX 78279
or at www.maximumoutdoors.com
Photo Submission is required.  
All can be done online

Texas Exotic Challenge Registration Form:

Overall Best Axis Buck  
(Grand Prize)
The highest scoring axis buck from 
all divisions will win the grand 
prize for the contest. 

Best Axis Buck ‒ Rifle 
Best Axis Buck ‒ Bow 
Best Axis Buck ‒ Youth 

Maximum Outdoors has 
established the first purely 
Exotic Contest in Texas.
Texas Exotic Challenge runs from January 1 - December 

31 every year.  Has several divisions for the different 
Texas Exotics and the variety of hunters.

Full details, rules and regulations can be 
found at www.maximumoutdoors.com

Best Blackbuck
Best Sika
Best Fallow
Best Mouflan
Best Texas Dall
Best Corsican
Best Black Hawaiian
Best Aoudad

Ranch Legacy Award
This is for the ranch that has the 
most contest registrations from the 
youth category

Super Exotics Designation 
This is for the ranch for that has the 
most winners in the contest

Prizes 
To be announced soon




